l6o     MAIN  DIVISIONS  IN WORLD  LITERATURE

sense," it is driven to the verge, or beyond the verge, of mad-
ness. The greatest single influence in the formation of Ro-
mantic consciousness was Jean Jacques Rousseau 5 and in Rous-
seau, passion, desire, imagination, revolt, melancholy, despair,
egomania, insanity, are equally manifest. It is no mere co-
incidence that the most inspired prophet of Romanticism
should be William Blake. There is more illumination in his
few lightning flashes (The Marriage of Heaven and Hell,
The Laocoon Group, On Homer's Poetry and on Vergil] than
in many cogent and lucid treatises j but these flashes came from
a darkened mind.

It is our constant endeavor, in this study, not to lose touch
with undeniable facts. The romanticists may declare that Clas-
sicism is spiritual death, the classicists that Romanticism and
insanity are one, the world refuses to give up cherished master-
pieces of either kind. Blake urged us to reject "the Stolen and
Perverted Writings of Homer and Ovid, of Plato and Cicero,
which all men ought to contemn" 51 but we smilingly decline
to follow his iconoclastic zeal. On the other hand, according
to Boileau's code, many passages in the Hebrew Prophets, in
the Apocalypse, in Shakespeare, in Pascal, offend against the
laws of good taste and good sense. Our verdict is: "So much
the worse for the code of Boileau." Mutual condemnations do
not quite cancel each other5 they point out actual dangers in the
things that are judged j but, more clearly still, they reveal
flaws in the judge's own mind.

Yes, Romanticism is revolt $ but only in its shallowest forms
does it appear as sheer revolt. The true poet does not go out
of his way to deny or to destroy; he wants to tear down only
that which stands in his way. And what is his way? The one
that is revealed to him by direct intuition. This is the path to
the living truth $ all rules, including those of mathematics and
logic, are merely the organizing of what intuition has discov-
ered, and alone could discover* By the aid of rules, we can
neither invent nor explore, but only follow. In this organized

1 William Blake, Milton, Preface,